DIVINE SERVICE
Setting One, Page 151
for Ash Wednesday
Using the right thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the
forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
After receiving the ashes, each person takes his place in silence. There is no
statement of dismissal.
Stand

Address
Kneel/Stand; Silence for reflection.

Ash Wednesday Litany
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C hear us.
P God the Father in heaven,
C have mercy.
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, C have mercy.
P God the Holy Spirit,
C have mercy.
P Be gracious to us.
C Spare us, good Lord.
P Be gracious to us.
C Help us, good Lord.
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;
by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody
sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;
by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the
Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
C Help us, good Lord.
P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of
death; and in the day of judgment: C Help us, good Lord.
P We poor sinners implore You
C to hear us, O Lord.
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and
meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;
and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith;
to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely,
the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers;
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;
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and to have mercy on us all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors,
and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C we implore You to hear us.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.
O Christ,
C hear us.
O Lord,
C have mercy.
O Christ,
C have mercy.
O Lord,
C have mercy. Amen.
O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn
from their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on
the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust
and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may
obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Hymn of Invocation: 419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee LSB 419

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

LSB 151
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

C

P
C

P

C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Entrance Hymn: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 915

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite
hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we
may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Old Testament Reading

Joel 2:12–19

Gradual

Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10

During Lent, the Alleluias are omitted.

Verse of the Day

Joel 2:13b

Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn: 607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee

Text and tune: Public domain

Catechetical Instruction
L
C
L
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The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

LSB 607

L Do you believe that you are a sinner?
C Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner.
L How do you know this?
C From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.
L Are you sorry for your sins?
C Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God.
L What have you deserved from God because of your sins?
C His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.
(See Romans 6:21, 23.)
L Do you hope to be saved?
C Yes, that is my hope.
L In whom then do you trust?
C In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

Offertory

LSB 159

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

LSB 162

Collect
P Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, earn, and inwardly
digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
Benediction
LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Hymn: 647 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head
LSB 647
1. Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s head, You are her one foundation;
In You she trusts, before You bows, And waits for Your salvation.
Built on this rock secure, Your Church shall endure
Though all the world decay And all things pass away.
O hear, O hear us, Jesus!
2. O Lord, let this your little flock, Your name alone confessing,
Continue in Your loving care, True unity possessing.
Your sacraments, O Lord, And Your saving Word
To us, Lord, pure retain. Grant that they may remain
Our only help and comfort.
3. Help us to serve You evermore with hearts both pure and lowly;
And may Your Word that light divine, Shine on in splendor holy
That we repentance show, In faith ever grow;
The pow’r of sin destroy And evils that annoy.
O make us faithful Christians.
4. And for Your Gospel let us dare To sacrifice all treasure;
Teach us to bear Your blessed cross, To find in You all pleasure.
O grant us steadfastness In joy and distress,
Lest we, Lord, You forsake. Let us by grace partake
Of endless joy and gladness.
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