
COVID-19 Outbreak Procedures and Guidelines 
for Public Worship at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, St. Catharines

Addendum: Masks and Face Coverings

COVID-19 Mandatory Masks By-law

On July 13, 2020, St. Catharines City Council passed By-Law No. 2020-97, requiring that all visitors and staff in 
enclosed public spaces to wear a face mask or covering at all times. This includes places of worship, such as our 
church building.

By-law comes into effect on July 17, 2020.

COVID-19 spreads readily in indoor spaces, especially where physical separation of two metres between 
individuals is not possible or difficult. With recovery efforts underway more people are sharing indoor spaces. With 
growing evidence that masks operate as a barrier preventing those with COVID-19, including asymptomatic 
individuals, from spreading it to others, ensuring mask use is widely adopted will help to slow the spread of the 
virus while ensuring re-opening efforts continue.

Definition of a mask

Under the by-law any cloth (non-medical) mask, medical mask or other face covering such as a bandana or scarf 
may be used, provided it securely covers the nose, mouth and chin without gaps.

Exemptions

There are certain individuals who are exempt from the requirements. Exemptions include:
Children under 10 years of age;
Persons with medical conditions which prevent them from wearing a mask, including breathing difficulties and 
cognitive difficulties;
Individuals who are unable to apply or remove a mask without assistance;
Persons with protections, including reasonable accommodations, in accordance with the Ontario Human Rights 
Code that would prevent them from wearing a mask;
Persons assisting or accommodating another person with a hearing disability

Masks can be temporarily removed if the service provided requires they be removed. Exemptions include: 
Receiving the Lord’s Supper;
Participation in religious rites or ceremonies not compatible with the face being covered, such as leading the liturgy,
reading the lessons, preaching the sermon, leading the prayers, distributing the Sacrament, or bestowing a 
blessing;
Emergency or medical purposes



Proper Mask Use

 Niagara Region Public Health provides the following guidance for effective and safe use of face coverings:

•Clean your hands before putting a mask on and taking it off. Clean your hands with soap and water or 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer for at least 20 seconds.

•Make sure the mask fits. No gaps between the face covering and your face. It should cover your mouth and 
nose from below the eyes to around the chin.

•Secure the mask with ties or ear loops so that it is comfortable and doesn't hinder breathing and vision

•Keep your hands away from your face while wearing a face covering. If you do touch your face, clean your 
hands immediately.

•Do not share your mask with others

•Wear a mask as long as it is comfortable, and remove it when it becomes soiled, damp, damage or difficult to 
breathe through

•Wash your cloth face covering in the laundry

•Continue to stay two metres away from others

•Clean surfaces that a dirty face covering touches
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